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Subjfecti Jackpile Uranium Klne Hydrolosy Study 

Vc are res;.'oiidin(; to your laenorandum of ;{ay IB, 1934, concemlnc the proposed 
Jackpile UranluD h i a e Hydrology Study* 

7lie Dureau of Indian Aff&lre (r>IA) and the Bure«u of Land t1jtna£es.ect (BLK) 
are coope.rAtin^ on the Environ;&cntal Ir.pact Stateskent (Î IS) for the 
JachplIc-PaguaCe Keclacatlon* Tho EIS task force Is in the process of out­
lining additional hydrologic studies. The Assistant Secretary, Land and 
Mlaeralfc Kaa^geuent, Or* Carrey Carruthers, has tentatively arranged for the 
U.S* Geological Survey (UeCS) to du tbe new hydrology work* Baekeround 
Iftforaatloa oa the new study and « stacciumC of vork aro attached* Wc propose 
this work to be obtained froa the USGS as the DIA sV.£re ($13,000) of the study* 
Our reconuttcodatioos are outlined below* 

1* The BIA has determined that presently coiBplled Infornsutlon &nd analysis 
Is not adequate for determining levels of groundwater recovery vith any 
decree of confidence auJ It Is not practiciil to design the Jackpile 
backfill levels on the basis of the previous studies* 

2* The aiA supports a reclamation plan for surface drainage of the uine site 
to avoid ponded water* This option vould overcome the uncertainties in 
predicting groundwater recovery* 

3* Other parties end other Issues require additional authoritative support 
for u decision on groundwater recovery levels* 

4* Coapletion of the attached acope of vork would be valuable to deeoostrate 
to the Pueblo and ELK the uncertainty In the hydrology lnfor.aatlon* Tite 
evaluation of both perneablllty and recharge under work Itcs 3 Is 
particularly critical* Ai^ deletion of Itens froa the proposed scope of 
work would it&palr its usefulness to the BIA* Accordingly, ve sus8<:st that 
the SIA seek an Interagency agreeaent vith the BLM and DSCS for U8CS to ^^ 
provide the attached scope of work* If the U3SS is unable to provide the 
required work Itews, we eug>;o8t that t><e Mork itens stay be acquired In a 
timely franncr frota an outside specialist and the BIA should withdraw froa 
the uses study* 
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5. 'i'he USGS \!:'OI"k rnutlt be done ind~pendently without direct r<irt1c1pation by 
Anacon<!a or their con~ultAnts, except as re~uested by USGS for data or 
explanations of Anacond~'s previot~ ~ork. ~his would avoid bias by 
AnAconda fJVt!r the r~sults of the study. 

6. If the Uf'.GS work rcqut<;stP-d by the SL~ is not colilliiitted to proceed by 
July S, 1984. then the filA should obtain the same scope of work from out­
aide Rources. Su~h an approach will all~w the n~rcau and tbe EIS 
particilHlnts access to sufficient inforMation to support our pos:!.tion 
'fJi thout undue delay t.o the EIS. 

l.Jc recommend th<it the i!.'lplen:entation of this study be coordinated with USGS and 
JiUl. accordingly. 

Attnchr;tents 

cc: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

{Sgd) VINCENT LITTLE, 
Area Director 

POL-EPA01-0008257 




